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REDS SHIFT MAJOR POLITICAL TARGETS 


Since the end of the 1954 congressional campaign, the New York State Committee of the 
Communist Party has announced a shift in its major political targets. During the coming months 
the main attack will be turned from "McCarthyism" to a concerted effort to block Senate ratifi- 
cation of the Paris treaties. 


In this abrupt move, the Red campaign to expel Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (R., Wis.) 
from the Senate takes a back seat to demands from Moscow for help in its drive to cripple the 
rising strength of West Germany. 


The 1955-1956 political program, as outlined in the "Daily Worker", of December 14, will 
bear the label of "peaceful co-existence" and will be directed toward the defeat of "the 
Knowland-Radford clique" in Congress. Both Senator William F. Knowland (R., Calif.) and 
Admiral Arthur Radford, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, have been outspoken advocates of 
a strong U. S. policy toward Red China. 


While primarily aimed to block Senate approval of the Paris treoties, the communists' cam- 
paign against Senator Knowland and Admiral Radford indicates that they are following Moscow's 
bidding to help as much as they can in Red China's plot to "liberate" Formosa. 


Number Two Target — "McCarthyism" 


Under the revised program "McCarthyism" is given second priority as an object of Red at- 
tack. Although the aim of the campaign is to expel Senator McCarthy from the Sencte, they now 
plan to tie this drive with a united campaign against the Humphrey-Brownell-Butler Law — which 
outlawed the Communist Party — the McCarran Act, the Walter-McCarran Law, the Smith Act 
and the Taft-Hartley Law — all of which place restrictions on Reds. 


In third place they put their economic objective, which will consist of demands for an 
"anti-depression program" to include a vast public works program and a $1.25 an hour minimum 
wage. At the same time, they say they'll fight for a civil rights program, based primarily on 
demands for prompt implementation of the Supreme Court's decision on desegregation. 


In the Party's opinion, "united struggles around such a program will lay the basis for greater 
political changes to come — the turning out of the present administration and the changing in 
1956 of the composition of Congress so as to change the domestic and foreign policy of the nation 
in the direction of a durable peace and national progress." 








"These struggles," the communists say, “will contribute to a realignment within the Demo- 
cratic Party and a fierce struggle of labor and its allies within that party against the Big Business 
elements, the Dixiecrats, the big city bosses, gangster groups and clerical reactionaries who 
control it at the top." 


The Party winds up its program forecast by dedicating itself "to creating a great new unity 
of the people against war and fascism, to helping develop a new political realignment in our 
state and nation out of which a new people's party headed by labor will be born." 


What this adds up to is a bold attempt of the Reds to influence U. S. policy along lines 
dictated by Moscow through concentration of their forces on specific targets. If nothing else, it 
emphasizes that they plan to increase their efforts to subvert not merely individuals or organiza- 
tions but the entire U. S. government despite U. S. laws which outlaw the Party. It also indi- 
cates that while laws may hamper Red activities here, the communists can be defeated only by 
alert and vigorous action on the part of informed American citizens. 


THE REDS' "LIBERATION" MOVEMENT 


During the past year every East European country has celebrated a "liberation day" which 
has featured much official praise for its Soviet liberators. Communist Party publications regularly 
have reported the progress of the "liberation" movement in Asia, the Middle East, Africa and 
Latin America. Red China's Premier Chou En-Lai has repeatedly promised to "liberate" Formosa. 


What's behind this communist "liberation" drive? In the light of a talk by M. Z. Saburov, 
Deputy Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers last September, and a meeting of the Comin- 
form in August 1952, Red "liberation" could add up to the communists' most serious threat to the 
free world. 


Back in August 1952 the Cominform, the Red leaders who direct the world-wide communist 
revolutionary movement, were called together in Karlsbad, Czechoslovakia. According to re- 
ports printed in American papers at the time, the Red leaders were told that the Kremlin had 
decided on a new world strategy. 


Convinced that Europe could not be conquered unless it first was cut off from its economic 
support in the Far and Middle East, the Party leaders in Moscow had decided on a holding action 
in Europe, while they concentrated on a program to ensnare Asia and the Middle East. 


A Peaceful Front in Europe 


The Italian Red leader Palmiro Togliatti was reported to have delivered a message from 
Moscow ordering the Cominform delegates in Europe to work with representatives of other parties, 
show reverence to the church, revive the spirit of the Popular Front. The Reds wanted a minimum 
of trouble from Europe while their Afro-Asian campaign was getting underway. 


The spread of the "liberation" program in the Afro-Asian area during the past year not only 
supports the truth of these reports by American journalists, but shows a strict Red adherence to 
the revolutionary tactics laid down by Lenin. 


In effect, Lenin advised (a) In weak and backward countries, march in and take over 
control — as the Red Chinese did in Tibet in 1950; (b) In colonial areas, fight to free the col- 
onies from the dominant power, then take over the government; and (c) In advanced democracies, 
infiltrate the government and weaken its opposition to the progress of Red plans elsewhere. 


"Liberation", a term made popular by the advancing allied armies in World War II, has 
been taken over by the Reds as a label for plan (b) above. As M. Z. Saburov defined the term 
at a Bulgarian “liberation day" celebration, September 8, 1954, Bulgaria was "liberated" when 
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it “broke its ties forever with the capitalist world and started on the road of democracy and 
socialism." 


Liberation in Backward and Colonial Areas 


Among the more than one billion people who live in backward and colonial areas, the Red 
propagandists are agitating for political and economic "liberation" from the Western powers. As 
just one example, Radio Moscow on October 29, 1954, praised the progress of the "liberation" 
movement in colonial and dependent areas which was aimed at "liquidating the unjust situation" 
of exploitation by monopolies of the imperialist countries. 


This attack already has made deep inroads in at least one key Southeast Asian country. 
Indonesian President Sukarno has drifted toward the communist bloc for sympathy and support in 
his fight against the Dutch control of Irian (Dutch ruled half of island of New Guinea), and re- 
cently stated that: In building a new Indonesia, we must remain "progressive" and we must look 
to the new masses. He went on to say that the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China 


are model examples of countries where great construction is in evidence, based upon "progressive" 
mass appeal. 


It is President Sukarno and his communist-supported Premier Ali Sastromaidjojo who have 
spark-plugged the Afro-Asian Conference set to meet in Indonesia in April, with Red China as 
one of the 30 countries invited to send representatives. Although the conference was not offi- 
cially set until December 28, 1954, Radio Peking, on November 17 already was predicting its 
success. The communist-controlled Radio Berlin on December 16, 1954, brought out the role Red 
China will play in this upcoming Afro-Asian conference. Red China was praised for setting “an 
example of invincibility in the just struggle for national liberation to the peoples of Asia, Africa 


and Latin America." Significantly, the Nationalist Chinese on Formosa have not been invited to 
attend. 


Meanwhile, the "liberation" movement is being pursued in other areas. Communist- 
controlled "Free Greece" radio is constantly urging more intense underground work to "liberate" 
Greece. The Cominform's "Voice of National Independence and Peace" is inciting tribal groups 
in North Africa to revolt against Western rule while telling them that Red China “has granted 10 
million Moslems who live on its soil complete freedom and equality with the rest of the natives of 
China." "Liberation" is being pushed in Kenya by means of the Mau Mau and in South Africa 
through a civil disobedience campaign. In Brazil, groups such as "The Feminine Committee to 
Fight the High Cost of Living", are promoting the idea that Brazil is a colony exploited by U. S. 
imperialists and that it "should resume relations with Russia immediately." 


Aim to Capture Afro-Asian Leadership 


While this plan to capture leadership of one billion people in the Afro-Asian bloc gains 
ground, the Reds are using sweet words of "co-existence" to immobilize the free world's will to 
counterattack. They hope to rope off the Soviet bloc as a sanctuary in this war of "liberation". 


Thus, in a sense, they hope to duplicate the military sanctuary which gave the Red Chinese a 
major advantage in pursuing the Korean War. 


Everything is not going exactly as the Reds have planned however. French approval of 
re-arming Germany and the prospect that this act will restore West Germany to the status of a 
West European leader, threatens the trouble from Europe which the Reds have wanted to avoid. 
For the communists fear that a stronger West Germany will launch its own liberation campaign to 


free East Germany, and start a mass liberation of the enslaved East European countries from the 
Soviet bloc. 


The breadth of the Red plan to capture the Afro-Asian bloc while maintaining peaceful 
relations in Europe further highlights the importance of Formosa — which now blocks a free Red 
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sweep across Asia — and of West Germany, which could have the moral power to stir up the East 
Germans to free themselves from the Soviet yoke. The desperate Red efforts to keep West Ger- 
many weak and to "liberate" Formosa are attempts to break a pincers between which the West 
might someday squeeze the entire communist empire. 


TACTICS OF INFILTRATION 


The communists in the U. S. are now carrying on a large-scale effort at infiltration. U.S. 
Red Chief William Z. Foster has ordered Party members to bore into "trade unions, Negro groups, 
peace organizations, youth clubs, women's organizations, and farmers' movements." Both the 
National and the New York State Committees of the Party have ordered Party members to infil- 
trate the major political parties. 


What tactics are the communists likely to follow in this infiltration program? The New 
York Committee has indicated one way they hope to bring their influence to bear in political 
parties. 


In a resolution published in "Party Voice" the New York Committee ordered its members to 
take two actions: (1) register in the 1955 elections, and (2) enroll in a major political party "in 
order to effectively participate in the 1956 presidential primaries." 


Following a similar order released earlier by the National Committee of the Party, Reds 
will be joining political parties as legitimate voters in order to influence the selection of candi- 
dates in primary elections and to vote for pro-communist delegates to presidential nominating 
conventions. 


Trojan Horse Tactic 


This is the Trojan Horse tactic, by which the Reds gained control of the American Labor 
Party in New York State in 1943. They enrolled as legitimate ALP voters in the 1942 elections, 
then won control of the party by electing pro-communist delegates to the following ALP organiz- 
ing convention. They will not gain control of either major political party now. Both are too big 
to be captured that easily. But they do hope to concentrate their strength in as many districts as 
they can to elect candidates they favor in 1956. 


Paradoxically, this drive to infiltrate the major parties launched prior to the 1954 elections, 
appears likely to kill off the communist-dominated ALP. The ALP slipped off the New York bal- 
lot in 1954 because it netted only 46,886 votes instead of the minimum 50,000 required. To get 
it back on the ballot would require the circulation of petitions for signature by New York voters, 
an effort that is unlikely in view of the drive to infiltrate the major parties. 


This Trojan Horse tactic is used only where the Reds figure they must concentrate maximum 
numbers to infiltrate or capture a key organization. In most cases they prefer to use as few com- 
munists as possible, and thus increase the number of groups they can infiltrate. Asa result, the 
tactics most often used depend upon the ability of a few trained Reds to persuade large numbers of 
non=communists to follow communist leadership. 


Persuasive Tactics 


A disheveled young man at a meeting of Progressive Party delegates in Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
May 14, 1948 disclosed one way this plan is carried out. That afternoon, he said, he had re- 
leased to the newspapers a peace petition signed by the president and faculty of a local college. 
He accomplished this by first getting the signature of a minor instructor who sympathized with the 
petition. As he moved up the professorial ladder, each new signature added prestige to the docu- 
ment. The president signed it without even looking at it. The "young progressive" hoped that 
when released to the newspapers, the college support would convince even greater numbers of 
people to sign similar petitions. 
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At the same meeting a professional organizer told some 50 delegates how to establish a 
party organization in wards, districts, and townships. Each political unit was to have a chair- 
man, a chairwoman and a secretary. Their job was to raise issues, call on their neighbors for 
united action on those matters, and give the neighbors the impression they were concerned that 
local affairs were run properly. In this way, he said, they could move quickly to positions of 
community leadership. People would look up to them and follow their suggestions. 


While there is nothing illegal about getting signatures on a petition or campaigning for 
community improvements, these techniques in the hands of communists become weapons to further 
communist power. At the same time that they claim their aim to be some worthwhile cause which 
non-communists support, the communists' true aims are to eventually gain control and support for 
the Communist Party. This type of deception is the key to most Red methods of infiltration. In 
this way they dupe non-communists into supporting communist petitions, resolutions and proposals. 
They thus gain control of organizations and build support for communist fronts. 


The Ever- ready Servant 


There are two other tactics which have brought the Reds great success on both national and 
international levels. One might be called the “Ever-ready Servant" tactic. The other they them- 
selves call the tactic of "consolidation". 


Guatemala was taken over by communists in the role of "Ever-ready Servants" sometime 
prior to 1954 without a revolution, without any mass bloodshed, and before most people knew 
what was going on. For years the Reds had been probing Latin America for a soft spot. When 
Dictator Jose Ubico was overthrown in Guatemala in 1944, they immediately made themselves 
useful to the new President, Juan Jose Arevalo. They made themselves even more useful to his 
successor, Jacobo Arbenz — electioneering for him, running the government radio and two daily 
newspapers, and using their positions close to the President as a springboard to gain control of 
labor unions and the police. By early 1954 "Ever-ready Servants" had seized complete control 
of the government. Although Arbenz was still President, the Reds were running the country. 


To a lesser extent, infiltration of the U. S. government not so many years ago put Red 
agents as special advisers in critical positions where they could decide U. S. policy. Similar 


tactics recently have gained communists a dominant and dangerous influence in the government 
of Indonesia. 


Consolidation — The Master Tactic 


But "consolidation" is the Reds master tactic. This is the tactic of the popular or united 
front, which the Reds are now trying to revive in the U. S., in Europe, and in Latin America. 
In effect, the Reds tell non-communist groups, we are for peace. You are for peace. Let's join 
forces and struggle for peace together. Once forces are joined with non-communists, the com- 
munists start to consolidate their power over the entire group. The goal they claim to seek, of 
course, varies. Instead of peace it might be the defeat of a particular political candidate, the 
defense of the Constitution or any one of a number of aims supported by legitimate groups. 


Experts who have studied this tactic as it was used to gain control of Czechoslovakia, say 
it follows three steps: first, persuading uninformed people to accept ideas, with a follow up of 
inexhaustible oratory to prevent them from forming and expressing independent opinions; second, 
profiting from the individual ambitions, weaknesses, and lack of training and decision of non- 
communists to prevent solidification of an opposition; and third, when the opportunity arises, 
isolating potentially strong opposing leaders, clipping their power, driving them out of the or- 
ganization. In some groups this phase is accomplished by physical threats, blackmail, and vio- 
lence as well as by political maneuver. 


This tactic of united front — the first stage in the "consolidation" process — was tried by 
the Reds in the 1954 election campaigns. Under a slogan of "labor unity" they attempted to join 
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forces of communist-dominated unions with non-communist unions in backing the same set of can- 
didates. In some cases, particularly in Wisconsin, Oregon and Connecticut, according to Max 
Gordon, writing in the "Daily Worker", the ruse worked. The ability of Red-run unions to get 
non=-communist unions to accept them in political activities is a most dangerous trend. 


Infiltration Can Be Stopped 


How can these tactics be combatted? The basic issue is one of leadership. The Reds seek 
by one means or another to gain the leadership of key groups. The first defense against their in- 
filtration is to provide every level of your organization with creative leadership. 


Reds make their greatest impression on people who are uninformed about issues and about 
communist aims and tactics. A second defense against Red infiltration is to have a well-informed 
membership which is continually alert to changes in Red aims and tactics. 


Although their tactics may change next month or next year, today the major Red drive is to 
join forces with non-communist groups, then consolidate their control over the combined communist 
and non=communist forces. Thus a third defense against Red infiltration is to reject and repudiate 
their support on any project. As men who have had direct experience with communist infiltration 
can testify, it is much easier to keep them out, than it is to throw them out once they're inside 


the door. 


TROUBLES IN THE SOVIET BLOC 


Since 1948 more than 1,000,000 people have fled from East Germany to the West, accord- 
ing to U. S. State Department tallies. More than 100,000 have escaped from Czechoslovakia, 
and other thousands have used every device from jet aircraft to frogmen's suits to flee from Poland 
and other communist-dominated countries. High level communists as well as non-communists have 
been among the escapees. 


At the same time, there have been many reports of organized underground movements 
throughout the Soviet communist bloc. Brigitta Gerland, who returned to West Germany after 10 
years in Soviet prison camps, said she had been in contact with three underground movements 
("The True Work of Lenin", the "Syndicalists", and "The Believers") and knew there were others. 


Refugees report that underground movements exist in Poland, Lithuania, the Ukraine, Slo- 
vakia, Hungary and Rumania, where national pride as well as hate of communism motivates their 
fight against the communist tyranny. 


What are the conditions behind the lron Curtain which cause millions to flee and many 
others to remain, only to fight their communist rulers? Reports from communist-run countries in- 
dicate there are many reasons for this discontent, among them are economic problems and com- 
munist tyranny. 


The communist press and radio almost daily reveal evidence of a widespread economic de- 
pression. Every East European country is faced with food shortages. Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Rumania have reported serious shortages of coal. Top communist leaders are continually 
promising a greater output of consumer goods to take people's minds off their current lack of many 
of the bare necessities of life. 


Critical Shortages 


These critical shortages are not the result of "capitalist exploitation". Instead, they are 
the result of a creeping breakdown in the economic system of many communist-run countries. 
Radio Prague, on November 3, 1954, blamed the failure to produce adequate coal supplies on 
"defective organization", which has gotten so far out of hand that "some managements are dis- 
suading miners from using new production and organization methods" . 
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In Hungary, communist admissions are even more sweeping. In discussing the entire retail 
trade, the newspaper, "SZABAD NEP", declared, "Alas, we cannot yet talk of plentiful sup- 
plies. Transitory hitches may happen — and are bound to happen — as regards to supply of one or 


another kind of fuel, food, produce or clothing. Our purpose must be not to put up with diffi- 
culties, but to fight against them." 


Popular Apathy 


According to Polish Red leaders, as well as to those in Hungary and Czechoslovakia, apathy 
of the population extends not only to work but to all its duties to the communist state. Roman 
Zambrowski, in an address to the Sejm in September 1954, declared that a major task of Party 
members was the "popularization of the patriotic attitude of the peasant masses, the implemen- 
tation of their duties toward the state, and the determined combatting of all attempts on the part 
of kulaks and speculators to evade fulfilling obligatory deliveries and financial obligations" . 


To overcome this popular apathy, the Reds in Hungary last year formed the "Patriotic Peo- 
ple's Front" (PPF) to achieve greater national unity. Jozsef Darvas, Minister of People's Culture, 
declared at the meeting which organized PPF: "There are very large sectors of workers in this 
country — patriotic sectors — which have not joined any of the parties but. whose great majority 
consists of honest patriots who are following and who support our democratic system. Without 
them, the PPF could not fulfill its true patriotic vocation. 


"| go even farther. We cannot renounce the collaboration even of those masses of workers 
who are still indifferent, wavering, and distrustful for many reasons, including our own mistakes." 


Anti-Sovietism 


Rumanian Reds reveal that their problems go beyond combatting popular apathy to an active 
fight against anti-Sovietism on the part of their people. A recent article in "Rominia Libera" dis- 
closed the seriousness of this problem by boldly proclaiming that the "Rumanian Communist Party 
opposes firmly anti-Sovietism, the most base manifestation of nationalism. It continues the strug- 
gle for the education of the working men in the spirit of socialist patriotism which is poles apart 
from burgeois nationalism, for the destruction of nationalist remains in the conscience of men." 


In Czechoslovakia the Red tyrants almost daily express their fear that messages of hope from 
the West will crystalize popular hostility toward the Red regime. Communist press and radio there 
openly denounce the "traitors in Radio Free Europe", condemn the promise of U. S. citizenship as 
a spur to "traitors" to leave the country, and deride Radio Free Europe's efforts to reach the Czech 
and Slovak peoples via messages sent in by balloons. 


The extent of the Reds' agitation over these free world activities to communicate with the 
enslaved Czech and Slovak peoples is evidence, too, of the effect words from the free world have 
on those who remain apathetic or hostile toward their communist conquerors. Attempts of the gov- 
ernment and of private organizations to communicate with and to help the peoples of Eastern 
Europe have been heartening. They indicate, however, that even greater efforts should be made, 
looking forward to the day when these peoples will be freed from communist oppression. 


A BOOM IN RED PROPAGANDA 
The communists are preparing to loose a new flood of propaganda on the free world. State- 
ments during and after last month's Second All-Union Congress of Soviet Writers point to a sharp 
rise in the output of Red pamphlets, periodicals and novels. 
Although most of these publications are destined for export to or publication in the East 


European satellite countries, the Reds definitely plan to use books and other printed material to 
influence both Britons and Americans. 
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According to Radio Moscow of December 11, 1954, which may be optimistic, a total of 
94,196,000 copies of works by some 9000 Soviet writers were published outside the USSR between 
1951 and 1953. They appeared in 44 languages, including English, and had "millions of readers 
in capitalist countries." 


The Reds are planning to present communism as the path of hero-workers and progressive 
thinkers to as many more millions as they can reach. Groups already are at work both in Britain 
and the U. S. to publish and circulate the increased output of communist propaganda. 


Red Books Distributed by Clubs 


According to Jack Lindsay, a British writer who spoke at one session of the Soviet writers 
conference, the lead in distributing communist literature is being taken in Britain by the Anglo- 
Soviet Friendship Society. 


"Realizing the great role of Soviet novels in changing the incorrect idea about the life of 
the Soviet people, it (the Anglo-Soviet Friendship Society) has begun to popularize postwar Soviet 
novels through the book club which it has organized," Lindsay told the assembled communist 
writers. 


"The number of the members of the club is constantly growing," he said. 


The U. S. was not represented in person at the conference, (Howard Fast and Paul Robeson 
sent regrets). In all, 700 writers from countries outside the USSR were invited to the Conference. 
Each one, like Lindsay and Fast, expected to carry the torch for communist propaganda in his own 
country. "Progressive" writers in the U. S., already have taken the cue and are stepping up pro- 
duction of Marxist books. 


What is the nature of communist writing? What is its aim? In most of the free world, and 


particularly in the United States, writing is primarily for entertainment and amusement. Often a 
good story will reveal new insights into individual character or point out a fault in our way of 
life which can be corrected. Writers only succeed when people buy their books and magazines. 
Thus, writing is to please the people. 


The Soviet writers conference emphasized that the communist writer's job is to serve the 
Party, to follow the Marxist-Leninist line, to serve as "fighters for communism." Heroes in books 
must reflect the "Socialist personality". The governing factor is that all their writing must have 
a “Party nature", and those whose writings deviate into bourgeois nationalism or cosmopolitanism 
will have to recant or be punished. These restrictions hold for Red writers everywhere. 


In other words, communist writers are salesmen for communism. Their job is to produce 
books aimed to turn other young Americans into Howard Fasts and Paul Robesons. The task of 
anti-communists is to prevent their subversive plans from succeeding. 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 





